iy acme is jlotel Truss. 1 was bory in Ukhraine, Ruseia, in
herT FAR

jay 17, 1910, in & small village from liiev. |y parente were
ordinary niddle class people. |y father wes & teacher and a
soifer (the person who writes the Torah) and my mother wae &
housewife. Our family consicted of four children, three girle
and one boy, of which I was the youngest. Soon after my birth,
our family moved to a small town Falesht in PfAssarabia. The
Jewish population of Frlesht were a few thousand. Under the
Tsar's regime, life for the Jewe was unbearable. Jews were
usually forbidden to own land. They were forced to live in
certain areas. They lived by their wits. liost of the Jews

lived in Shtetles (hanlets).

In 1914, when the first war broke out, the Tsar sent thousande

and thousands of soldiers to dig trenches three kilometres fror

- Falesht to prevent the Romanian invasion. The war on the Russiar

1 ‘ & e g I i "-F‘ ¥ : I 1 -
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The Jews started to organize a self-defense party with the help

of & Ronmanizn spy (a Jew). He helped to buy ammunition from the

soldiers. ‘e were told that the pogrom will start on a Fridey

night.

The Jewish self-defense group was ready by Friday. It was g
winter night when the pogrom started. Two Jews were killed and
one wounded and seventeen hooligans were killed. Cur defence
guard was very good - no more deaths on our side. Cne day the
lomanian army came and occupied our town and we had to get ac-

cusiomed to the regime. For one thing the pogrom stopped right

awvay.

Years passed and the time came when I had to g0 into the army and
I was the sole supporter of my family. I wzs zlloved under
1 ;aqmgnigﬂ_155(;¢.ﬁarwe=five_manths each yeer for z period of five
|  rather than the usuzl two and a half years. I was a

‘:1;£%ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ§?&ﬁﬂﬂ#&$i¥@:fof a garnent manufacturer, I

'r_fl! ."!'i" -i-
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s the only wey we could gave ourgelveg, but it waes rot going 1o
mediccl doctor.

Wel
te easy. 1 had to go to “ucharesl to gee & gencral
I gove him o bribe of five thousand lei to certify that 1 vac glick.

e goeve me & paper saying that I hac tuberculosis and that 1t

vas necessary for me to go to Parie for one year 1o improve my

heclth. T could riot tell him that I wanted to go avay for goocd.

I wanted to go to Trinidad.
put together a few thousand lei and 1 went to Chernovitz to buy

Anyway, I had very little time to

& ticket on a2 Cerman boat, “The Fardileriz”, which weas leaving

for Trinidad vis Peris. At the agency, wes a Jewish fellow by

the name of lerner who was sellinz the tickets. I did not know

how he found out thet I was 2 deserter. He asked everyonc before

they were leaving to make & statement of hov ruch money they

hads I had over a thousand American dollars which I could not
 declare officially. T had over fifteen thousznd lei vhich I de-

cleared and 211 the jewellery I had. verybody left for Hamturg to

}a'ﬁfff ta France. hat is it?" He tolad me thtt

wwufjn*qﬁuw&fﬁ*hnﬁ*fﬁur ﬁ&ughters and after thisfb&at;

F-




- ) -
pamburg. J had to go mov Y train to Poland and to German)y and

then to Iaris. ‘hen I arrived in Paris the following day, 1

went to an zgency to confirm my ticket. It was not surprising
thzt the ticket was nmot valid. It wac & good thing that I had
the receipt to prove that I had really paid. So they told me
that they will let me know when the boat will be ready to leave
for Trinidad. I contacted the agency daily to find out when the
boat was leavinz. On Decexmber 19, I went in the morning as
usual to find ocut the departure date and they told me it was
leaving the next dsy 2t eight o'clock in the merning. 1 paid
my hotel bill, packed my valises and was ready to leave the
next day. That night I went for a2 walk., It was late - close
to eight o'clock. It was a lovely winter night. I was walking
‘and looking at the show windows when I met the fellow who had
helped me to translste in French. ie was & very nice guy by
L}‘ *E;‘?ﬁe name of Israel. Ie said, "iotel, what zre you doing here?"
5 %en told uf that =y boat is lecvirg at eight o'clock znd
:"I

ﬁ&fhffﬁ. ﬁﬁinhﬁyﬂﬂu eight o'clock tomorrow." He said, “ko, the
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s syrived in Trinldad on January 1, 153%9. 1In the morning, when

; gisembarked, there were three other passengerc fron lomonia,

‘e were told to come back later. Je got suspiclious and vie found
out that they had closed the immigration for tourism. le stole
away fron the ship and went to a Jewish Zoardinz Louse, owned

By iT¥s Josner. It did not take long for the police to notify
the Jewish Community that four passengers had disappeared from
the shid. The President of the Jewish C assunity was Doctor
Pulver and he knew where to find us. He ceme %o Hosner and told
him not to worry, we were going to lezve before the chip returned
fron the United States of America, in three wveekes® time. e
then discussed where each of us would go. Cne fellow went to

Chili and the three of us decided to €0 to British Guianz (now

Suysna). Je booked on an American ship %o leave on January 15,

ﬂl-

f‘¢~htpiﬂr1ti5h Guiana. T got sick and coulé not go but my two friends

~ three weeks, the Serman ship returnes from the

lfﬂ%ﬁs %ﬂ &0 back to Germany. They ceme with = policeman

-i'l i.'

ﬁP‘

?ﬁﬂﬂ take me hack tc Romania. It wes 2 doctor and

| #"il

nﬁt know that I understood German. The
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1 he¢ to wait until February 15, vher ihe ehip left for Dritish
sujznes 'hen I arrived in Iritich Sulena, the Inmigration was
closed. I hired a lawyer, & man who spoke r little German like
] did. e understood each other very well., 1 tolé him the
whole story and 1 showed hir when 1 had bought the ticketi. Xe
ergued with Immigration that I had bought the ticket on the
Jenuary 15, The new Immigretion law wae pacsed on Tebruzry 1.
Fe said that I was sick and could not make it at that time.
Cn this ground and these points, they let me remain. The law in
British Cuiane was that I had to depocit two hundred znd fifty
American dollars, in case I could not mele a living, to senéd me
back. I paid the two hundred znd fifty dollere and I wae left
with five dollars in my pocket. I could nct contact my two

i_- friends as 1 did not knov where they were. 1 then went into

the streets walking with my valises in my hand angd looking =zrourd.

-ii:-_l'tr.__.gﬁ;_ﬁm; 2 dry goods store marked "I.S.lhoury” and I looked inside.

to rie that a fellow inside lookec Jewish, so I went

asked if he was a Jew. MYe said that he was zng I was

'-"I ]
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'?1u§i€¥giﬁﬁlﬁ‘him¢thggwhﬂlg_stnry of what had happened
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] 1 ; went
ssrference of feur dollars and twenty five cenis. o€ then

]

i,

to his home where I met his wife and children and we sieriec 1o
talk. Ne told me how he peddled and 80 Orn. The following cay,

he asked me to go with him to the store wherc he worked and to
brinz the receipt with me. At the store, when 1 showed I.T. Lhoury
thet I hcd deposited two hundred and fifty dollars on that account,
he took the receipt as a guarantee, and geve me a hundrec dollars

in goods which was enougch as a stert. 1 started to peddle and

dié very well.

In the meantine, I received a letter fronm my wife saying thet
she couls nol sell the business nor the cinenz z& the Jews cic
not want to buy it and the Goyem (gentiles) said that they would
- wzit until the Germzns came and then they would get it for

Rigkt away I went and booked 2 Sernan ticket for her

I got money and sent it to her znd told her to

ything with the fanily and come as this will be the
-,r*i:f? m"{m was & baby al that time) got sick and so

] ¥

.t N ) St

H&;ﬁ- &'ﬁp i3 mkﬁﬁ anﬂther ticket right avay via
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wohe Russicn Jtore®. A fow nonlhe Yater, 1} opernccé &« hotel by
2he ocean end 1 called 1t “"The “~lasleike®s J 4id very well.

sudcenly. in 19%2, I was called ty the police tel  me there
wee & letter for me. UJhen 1 went there, there v an nglish
commissioner station in Nuluchev. 1y fether-in-law wrote &nd

sterline each month. J was given perxission &nd so I sent tlre
poney for eleven manths. After the eleventk month, ] received

a2 letter fronm the Enslish Coomissioner with the eleven dr=fts
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enclesed. Xe could rot conteet oy it

were preparing 1o invade and they were paciing now to evacuzte.

r' T’ha‘!; was the last I hesrd of ny femily. I lost z2ll contzct of
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HE WLE thirty-four year:

-éf‘l,,er S0 nany yceore.

olti‘ :.‘i!‘l.

Sparried and had & sever, year old daughtey.

In the IT;EB.n‘;i[II['.‘. in 191;3' ] cot married upain in
Bhd my businees wes doing well. 1In 1948, the povernment changed
B Yo conzunism. T sold my buillding and the tusiness and west 1c
venezuela: T was there for & few weeke and the clirete did not
eggree with me as 1 had low blood prescsure. I went back to ITritish
Suiana and decided to go to Trinidad with my wife and three

children.

In 1988, I agsain started pedelling in Trinidad. I was tThere fcr

five years. In 1953, my good friend Aaron Karp came to visit ne
* znd he zsked me if I would cone to Torbados and stay » JTev momihs
in his store as he needed an operation and that he was notl fesllng

~ too well. I discussed this with my wife and then teld kiz that

— T TLIRT AT |

’- '- =+ ': "*@hﬂ" mndan 5}1@”; :ﬁ-ﬁf_i?la!a;rﬁ six months, 1 sent for my fanily
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; fvor cxpectin. his brother, Coolk, to cong froi. Toland co I hud to

T,

lesve agZiin o0 1 decided 1o ro and open o handbes froetor

| .

ﬁ_

pysEceld end leter on, & hnt fuclory &leo. 1 war dolng alricht.

ahen ¥ came to larbados in 19¢3, the Jewish populntion numbered

I
eboudv thirty farmilies of Zuropezn origin, Polisk, ‘,:L-rmanﬁ,‘fws.ﬂ&“‘

-
Han
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erian, Romenian, Dnglish and Anerican. The firsi Jewish
families came from Poland in 1932; the othere came later in the
forties and continued right up to the‘%ﬁccnj lorld Jar. The Jews

established themselves in buciness and factories. They adapted

: themselves to the Terbadian way of life very well znd cnsured &£
Lok good future for themselves and threlr childrer There wes zn o0ld
e JEWISR
T . - = - " - "
= Sephardik synzgogue build by Purtu*ucﬁe:ﬁiifﬂqf Spenish origin.

#
‘?} The synacogue was sold and converted into offices. 1ol having =

synagogue, the Jews worshipped at & privete residernice of the
8ltmen femily. All the Jews pray in Ashkenazin. 1Ir 1969, I
_ifggl;gd a meeting at my home and everyone came and gave pledges
ﬂ;P%ﬁanty three thousand, five hundred dollars to buy & house.
:-*fjﬁzauhﬁﬁﬁa for twenty eight thousand and took out a mortgage
e JE then ¢nnverted the house into & synagogue
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