
1 y 11::-.rnc is i:otel T1~uns. J \'.'aG Lor·1 in l'1:l.raino, husc1 r1, in 
11• r fA'II. 

j a';i 17, 1910, in o sn1t.ll villaco fro1n J'iev. J,•:, J)orentw v.·t•1·, 

ordinarJ' r,1iddlc class µcoplc. J,y father Vl't..C t, tc.och(;r arid r, 

soi fer (the perso11 \·.iho v:ri tes the Torah) and tnJ' ,nothpr wr:r 

housc1vife. Our family consisted of four children, tt,roc clrlc 

enc 0J1e boy,· of \,•hich J v:us tl1c younacct. Soon after my Liirtl1. 

our family moved to a smnll tov-·r1 Falesht in Bla:::ic.rabia, The.\ 

Je,,·ish population of Fale~ht were a fev: thousand. Under ttio 

'!'sar' s regime, life for the Jev.;s v.•as unbearable. Jewe v,orc 

usually forbidden to ov:11 land. The:,· "'ere forced to li vc in 

certn.in areas. They lived by their ,vits. 1-ost of the Jct10 

lived in Shtetles (har,lets). 

Jn 1914, ,-.1hen the first \vcr brolte out, the Tsar sent thouoand~ 

and thousands of soldiers to dig trenches three kilometrec fro~ 

Palesht to prevent the Ror.,anian invasion. The vlar on the RussiM 

side 1,;as not going ,•,rell. 

In 1917, the Revolution broke out, The Jews in general felt 

relaxed thinking that the situation for Je10s v1ould change for the 

better since they supported the Revolution. • /hen the Revolution 

we.a in full s11ing, the soldiers, 1sith the help o:f the Goyem 

(3-tlnt!les) were preparing a pogrom against the Jev1s, The centre 

wu a synagogue a block from my home, The soldiers 

1\0 a bl!J:'ra.olte ~ ~•i were stationed 

iml\~tfjfy'~tw••~ i-h• Jew1eh ho••·· 
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TJ)e .::e\·:s starttd to organir..r .:i. ~clf-dcfcnGc p.:.rty v,i th the hcly 

JIP J1cl]JCd to buy orr1:nuni tion fr•o:n the 

!e \•:ere told tl1:'\t the poGrom v1ill ct,nrt on a Pridc..y 

... he: .:-el;ish self-defense g1~oup \·,•ao ready by Friday. 1 t v:as '-

,·inter nie;ht \·:hen the pogro1,1 started, Two Je,•:c v1crc killed and 

one \'.·ou.ndeC and seventeen hooligans were. 1-:illod. Cur defence 

L9,1ard ,-.·as \·er:f good - no more dcatl1s on our side. Cne: day the 

!\:o:::lani2.!: arc.y cz.me and occupied our to\,·n and ,··c had to e,et ac­

custor.;_eC "to "the ref_;ime. For one thinz the pogror., ::topped riGht 

;.•ea__-rs passed and the tine came ,·.1hcn I l1c.d to go into the arm;y and 

'the sole supporter of my familJ,'. I W~E allov!ed under 

~o=,an.ia:: .!.c.::-; tc serve fi\'e months each y€ar for c:.. period of five 

th2.r1 tt:.e usuc..l t\:o and a half years. J ,•:a.s a 

tra\'ellinf s2.les representative for c~ garrient mar1ufacturer, I 
• 

haC.: a le..:;.~~)' busiriess arid I also ov,ned a cir1ema \,1i t11 a partner . 

.::: y:aE do:~£ ,•er:r· \'Ell. 

:c lSJE, ! \·:~~ st:11 ir~ the &rrr_y \·:hen:'.: received a rnobilizatior. 

;:,a;e1· ,c te reac:y to ;;o to the front to figr,t. 1 kne,. that tr.e 

:"':o::.E.niuiE , ere joinir:t: v:i tt.. t!",£ :ermani?. l discu~sed tl:ie \\ith 

"-Y .. 1:re and 1;£ C:ecic&d that J had to desert ar,d go av,ao'• Th&t 
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Oul .1 r-.:::.vc ourrcl\'ec, t,ut 1.1-... ,·::~ r.ot coiz~.: to 
\,.:s tf1C Oril;y \,'r'j' \'.'C C u -

• f f1'vc t'.iou~nnd lei to ct11...ifJ"' that l ,:::::--J ~~vc J1in c. br1~0 o -
. ' s 1 c,t . 

C pOJ)Cl' 

•.;ns nccescar;y for r.1c to c;o to roris for or1e ycD.r to imr,rovc n-,y 

he:-lth. I co11ld riot tall him thut l \·,·~ntcd to r,o a· •t...j' fer coc.,ci • 

0 t t T - • d d Any,,,ay, I h·•d very lit tlc time to I \~·a11te1.. o ;o o r·1n1 a . .... 

put togctl1cr a fev.- tho,1snnd lei a11d l 11crt to Chernovi tz to buy 

c.. ticl~et on 2. Gern3n boat, ''The I:r:.rdilcria•·, \':hich ,•ac lc.:i:v-ing 

for TrinidD.d vi~ PE.ris. At the ar;ency, ,-:r..c n Je:1 ·i:::t fella\'; by 

tt,e nz...r.:e of ler11e1· ,.,ho \':c:.s sellin.; the tic!;cts. I did not kr.:,,,_, 

ho,~· he found out th2.t I \10..s a deserter. }!c. acJ~ed e,•eryonc- before 

tl".ej• ,,·ere leavi11i: to r1ak:c a stc.teMent of ho, r .. uch tlODej• tt:e~· 

had. I had over a thousand American dollars ,,hict. I could not 

declare officially. I had over fifteen thous2.nd lei v:hich I de­

clared and 211 tt.e jev•ellerJ· I l1~d. ~ver;,rbodJ• left for :;at1turt: to 

take the e!iip to go to Fr.:..nce. He ke;,t me back a:1d I got suspicious 

so I f:.Slted hirn: ";:r. lerner·, t\vO daJ'S h&ve passed and I arr1 goin~ 

~~hat is '-1 t l' •h • •. e o c me ... r:. .. 

he has ,:. fa.':lil;1·, a ,·:ife and four c!2.ughters e.nd after this boat, 

there ,·:ill be another 8erman boat leaving and he ,ranted to 

•ave hi11 faoi.ly, I did not have a choice and I ge,ve hi,,, the 

ff111H/111'¥• l then e.sked for a ticket to Trinidad ,-,r.ict, cost a 

~is· :t'itt; Ameri-i:P.n dollars, He gave ~.e the tier.et c~,d 

a r■ceipt ae l di~ not hav£ confi• 

1 fflilttd the boat fron 



b J c d ~o .:'"' •.. r;.i; t·~· :.ri:..ir1 to Polnnd and to Ger:i1L1nJ· and :-:am urt;. i.a • c.., ... ... 

then to Ir.:rir. •r.c-::£. 1 arr.1'"1£.j ir1 i~uric the follO\\'ing da.J', J 

• • 
\·,ent to an t.ber 1c) .. to confim my ticlt~t. Jt vJas fiOt surpr1s1nc: 

that the ticket .-:::.~ r.ot. ,,a15d. lt 1,a.:: :. cood thing tr,at I r,ad 

the receipt to pr.,,·e u.r.t J r,r.d reclly paid. So they told n,c 

that they will let ce tno..- wt.en tt,e boat will be ready to leave 

for Trinidad. I cor.tacted the agency daily to find out v,hen tr,e 

boat \'las le•avi~. C'c :)ec.e.:ter 19.1 I \·:cnt in the morning as 

usual to finj o .... t ·t~.e fE":'arture date and they told me it v:as • 

leaving the nex.; .:ia)~ a-:. elg!- .. t. o'clock in the morning. I paid 

my hotel bill. pa.eked' c.:: \~~1 ises • ana \\'as ready to leave the 

next day. That r...i~h~ J .-en.t for ~ \•:ulk. It 11:~s late - close 

and looJ-~ing at tl:e shn,-. 1•·indo-..-~ t:t .. cn I wet tt.e :ello\'; \·:ho I.EiC 

helped we tc tre-.."lE.:.~-::e .:.n ?re:-.ch.. }_e \;·as a ver~ 1 nice t;:;uy by 

the name of Israel... :::e s~.i~, ".i otel, ,~•hat 2re ~•au doing here?" 

" Ee then told n:,.· t...~at =-:; !>oat is 1€~\·ir.i; at Eight o' clocl: and 

agency fooled you.• :'e ;:t.onec the shi::,ping coropan:,· rieht al':a:1• 

and they tole hin tt,zt t!'.e boat had left alread:1• and tr.at it 

1,as three !:ilonetres !'roe the harbour, They could not step tr.e 

eih!;, btlt cabled it to slow co,::-, and to prepai·e a little boat. 

1;oOk a taxi and he c-ue with me, 'e got there qui cl:ly, 
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• ;':!i~er:t-..1rl.£'ci I t}1c1~c ,.,ere. 1.r.re:c otticr- p.asr..<:-ntcrc fror, -
• 

,0Il1[..(il.~ • 

ship. 

.. 

It did not tnl<e lo~ for tr,€ police to r,otify 

The President of 

h t , • d v,· ere a .:. 1r. • us . t· .. e c;;::e to ~o~n£r and told 

:ni.:i and the tl11"'ee of us decide.:! ;.o i;.O --:.o 3ri tis!? :;..i.iarta (r:o,•: 

Je booked on an AQeric~ 'e 0 •·e or. - ...... . Jz...r1..i.ary 15 , 

~o ?ritish Guiana. I &at sic!: ar.d cou~C. ::.o"t [O 't-..it -r;;y tv:o friends 

After three \':eel~s, the ~er.-:2"'! sh:.:;: ret-..;.rr.ed frow the 

71.•.i"te• St:->--t-:es to "0 back to '!er.c:.2r ... •. --..,,~- c--"" ........... ~ po11·ce n - \,,I, - .. <;> - ,..._ • ..., - -"-~~· ,c:._~ ....... l,o.c a. ma 

=~ v:as 2. doctor and 

two r~az.is. They did not kno"; the.~ : u.:::ders:.ood SErr-,an. The 

doctor ~,_s a very good nan. ?.e took c~~, ~?er :and started to 

>.rite something tt,er, he asked the::: tc please si;;n it. The tv,o 

!Catie asked Y.hat it ,·,as that t.e r.-..r.te<! tl:e=- to sii;n. The doctor 

1IMio 1:0)4 them that I had the black plag;,-,, -,;J-,ich is very conta­

-t 1f Jlll1thing happened on ti.e boat they ,:ill Le 

.-itcltl1 snen they heard that. 
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::;ujc.nr • ihr-,'1 I ar1~j ved in rri tirt, ~ l • n· .. ,U ' ,,, tti (' J rir.i[;rPtl on \"'1' ' . ,. 
clo~cd, J hir cd " la.v:;ycr, " inn n \\'}JO cyokr r Ji t tlc Gcrm::tn likr 

J d j .i . 'e unCe1~f·tood e&ch otl1cr vci·y v,rclJ, J tole? ti i ru tt,c 

\,•hole t:tor.:,• and ] chov·ed h11r \·,!1rn J ht~c! bOJC:tit tiir ticJ~et. 

arcuec ,-,ith lmmii:;ration thct I had bouchi the ticket on tl",e 

Jenuar;v 15, The r1er.1 lr11r:1icrrtion :n'>',' \.'.'CC pacood on --etru.:.ry 1, 

}!e • • SZ.l.Q that I \•:as sick arid could no .. ., r.al;c lt at that tirI1e. 

C'n tt,is grOllnd ar:d these point[,, they let tr; C:: • rcna1r,. The lav: 

3ritisi: 8uianc. \' '""' c:-·--th.:.. t 1 l1rrd to de.1.)0: lt ..... ·o ... h...tndrad and fifty 

' • • 

• in 

1-.:ner1c2n dollars, 1,0 case I could not rr.r l: c ::,. livinc, to send me 

back. J paid t!"ie t\'Jo hundred cr1d fift~· c!ollrrt: and ! .,.·a::: left 

v:it~ five dollars in rny pocl:et. 1 coi.ld not contact r::;• t\•!O 

friends as I did rJot kno\'' v.rJ1crc tl'ICJ'' ·.·ere. J t.hen \·;ent into 

ti::e streets \·:al!,;:in,£; ',\·i th rny valises in r.,y l',n.r,d z.nd lool~int 2ro1.~r.d. 

1 E£.Y: 2 dr;y goods store markcC ".:.S.J;t,oury" and J looked inside. 

!t seer..ed to r.-.e that a fello\•; it.side lookeC Je,••ish, so I \\"ent 

inside and asked if he \·•a0 a 'e\" • _, V • 0 ~:e caid tt1~t he ,vaz and I v:as 

very happy and I told him the \':hole story of v:hat had happened 

to me. Re introduced hir.1self and said t1it na:rie v:as Fefern12.n. 

He said that he v:as married and had t,·:o childrer1. He came from 

:!l;,:-,Qil. three months aco and he peddled. ::e tole roe not to ,vorry 

~uld stay at his home. r.e tole me l had to pay hi,, t,·:ent,, 

~ 11nd lodging but that he did r,ot have a bed, so 

Q~ 'Pie WQ to hi£ home, we stopped ~t 

o an and twenty five 

Mt put the 
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twenty five cent~. 

chi 1 d re, n ilncJ \:C ct:-: rte d to 

The follovin.; c,:;;·, :-:c told t:iC hO\\' he µeddled and 00 0(1, 

he ~s!:cd :::.c to go \Vi th him to the ctore 

,, tl1• otorc, v1hcn 1 sho\':r·d i r. l:lioury b1·in.: t.~.e rece.ipt \\'i th n·1c. 11 1.- .. , 

th~t : t.::.d C.eposited t\\'O hu11dred nnd fifty dollzi.rs on tti~t acco-iJnt, 

he took tr,e receipt as a gunra11toe, and favc me n. hundred dollarz 

ir. f;OOi:.s ,-:hich \·:a~ cnouc;h as ti. Ltcr·t. l st~1·t~d to p~Cdle .:.nd 

received a letter fron my wife tt.&t 

not ···2.::-."t to bu;:..· it and tt:e Goyer'! (ge1)tilG:c) said thc.t thcJ 1 \\'OUld 

wci t unti! the :}err'l2..ns caMe and tr.er. tl1ey \10..; ld {;E. t it for 

:-'ift.t a,·.-aJ' I v.,ent and boolted a Geri,nn ticket for tier 

:: bOt r::i.oney and serit it to her a:16 told her to 

le.ave ever:,·thing \ti th the far1ily and come as this ,·:ill be the 

last boat. :.:,./ son (\vho \•;:;;.s a babJ'' at that time) got sick and so 

they could not I4ake it. I booked anothtr tici::.et right a\',ray via 

Italy. She left F'ale!!ht and 1•,•ent to Italy, !},en she reuched 

ltf:ly, ~:ussolini shoo!: hands v:i th Hi tlel'·. Tf,i£ rnec.nt that no 

Itel lar, bo£ts could Etop at an ::nglish port and so they ,,ere eent 

-$tli !'aleilbt. '!'his ,,-as the last time r heard from rr,y ,·,ife. 

hall prepared a house and had it furnished 

teli yo~ how I felt, 



t!':.c occ-.:.r:. 

• 

tol:: ~,-. ... •· \ .;; ;,. --· ··e -· • • 1.. •• '" ,. •. , -. ,.-..... 
-..... ,, .::., .... r.:.\ so:-.. • ' 

. ., ... . ' ·"e , .. ~~' ,. '- ... ...__ 

• "' - .,I. ,;ro ',.' :: d • -~ ,_".:: • • • ..... <-0 " • • .... .._.,t. .. , . 

• 

:er 

2 

€::tclcse~. 

trieC 
• 1953 \·-~e-r.: • ll.·~:-:'t 1n ~" • -
a..'1:i !":.e •:,>~ . -~ =.c •\-c.• -· . his 

~on .. h!ter a co~ple 

end 

• 
• 

•. .., ... t 
•• J cld 

;:ollcc 

\ C t.'r,e re 

. ., 
• 

-· ' ... , c-:.t~c:rz ct?d ,~ .. ere ---·-• • 

• "\;.''\"•\""~•.-... ...... ,.._.._ 

t ...... • • ' . .._,_ ... 

/,.~ ... -~­... ,. "- . 

--. . . . 

<<l 

• 

u1 he •el;cA ... ... . ;,., J:.C 

~~ c er:d • er··· .. .. ..., 
•c.-- 1 er-1 ... ... :: --.... _ ........ . 

A', VI!,"" ... 1-... •·" ,;.· .... . 
• 

' .. . -

• • -.. ,.. -~ ... -
,ti .. -:. - ....... ;:;. 

• - lo2t 

- . ·o··r-- ...... --
• )"~...._l,.,.-- ••• =·· ::.€:: ~ a fello\',' .,, _____ .._.._._ 

cc 11cc 

J.otc.!. 

,,.c) 1, 

tf,crc. 

-. ,....; 
4-. ·-

., . t 
1,, • "'" he 

·.c t,elp. ~n 
C • 

!'.i\•e :;:our.de 

• 
• • re cc.: \.'ec 

o: 

tried and 

he \'.'C.S 

n2..':1ed 
.. 

T'tc::h-·-r. • - -... . .... ,;:. ... 
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In tllC" rr1cantirr1c 1 19t 3, 1n l "0" 111nr·1~ i l cl t1.t:,l n l I, ~J·i tlr\· C' -! a_r..,1 " ' 
and my btir incE:s \ '' ~ c:, " • "' doine, I'( 11 , ln 1 911 C, t b,, l'-'"' rr .. --,t~~-: ·•a~- , Ir , ._.., 

'Jenezuel<-. 

had 101· blood preccu1·c, 

Guiana a11d decided to go to Trinidad vii th r:,~r \ if\: nnd -:.J:.::-r-r 

cl1ildren. 

Iri 194G, I a0air1 started pedcllinr; i11 Trinidt-.e. 

five ;years. In 1953, my r;ood f1~icnd ,\r..ron 1:n.1·1-, c:a.=r ti:: 

and he aslted me if I v.1ould eerie to rc.1•lJndoc n.nd sta~' ft. :~f'\: 

in his store as he needed a11 operation t.nd tr.at he lt":t.~ r.,;:,: 

too v:ell. 

store, "The London Shop". After six ~onths, r 

-

--­... ., -

which by this time consisted of five childrcr.. ln 't.l,,- r.:,::..~1!..,,, • 
• 

1-e.rp sole his builainc and I decided to co to '.'en~~i:~l~ ~--,:.i~ .• 

After six ,,eeks in Venezuela, I started to ba en a.;tni.. J "~" 

fllJ; bllt I got sick again, I t,ad 1010 blood PNllSUN a:-~ 

'llllat if I .,,.211ted to live l r..11st Nt.lt':-. h ••. 

ri'tll 1'.r, 1:rlendlu-, Ahu- t»"t, 

t\ot'I ~- l U.•a 

• 

' 



- lC -

~l,c:-:. I c:').r:-,-2 to :c..rb:::.Co!.I in l9~J ... 1,/'1c Jt'\,.ir,h J_;OlJulr t1c,:1 n-...:r,.Lci~ca 
' t..bout thirt~, far,ilicir of ::ur·o.rJe::.;.11 oticir;, Polje,l,, ::;e:rr.1r.n::;, ~V.SJl~n, 

f~milics cc....1-:i.c fro:1! ?olnr1d i11 19J2; the otherc 

for",:.ies and continued ri[;l1t up to tt,c "?econd 

C ~., < . ..... , ...-

'orld 

l.:. te:r in the 

e:::tablished then£elves in bu:::incsc t.r,d ft:.ctorie:£. Tt,c~ t.dc::.pt.£d 

tt,em::cel,•es to the T c.rl.iadian \·:r.:..y of life: ve:r:t ,,e.11 .:.r,::! cn~ured '-

Tl1e syn2.£ogue \•.'c.~ sold and converted into offices. 

!,l tr.an fc..I'lily. .!i.11 the jc,. 1s pr~~• in Ashkcn::.-.:.in. Ir. 1969, I 

of t,,enty three thousand, five httnd1~ect dollars to bUJ'' a house. 

'·'e bougt,t 2. house for t,\·enty eigl1t thousand and tool; out a 1nortgc..c;e 

!e then con,•erted t11e house into 2. synz. ~o,.,.ue 0 0 

which I designed. I also designed a ne\'.· gc.t.e for the cemeter;:,r. 

I do not think that it is nt:.cesnz..r.)' to f'iention \;}1at I did in 

T th. ' _ ir .• ~ 

your Preeider.t, and also for bsinG qaja and Cantor 

!.ay Goel bless you all, 

, 

J. 
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